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Law

Conscience/

Shame  

Culture/

Coercion



Demands and 

Obligations

Expectations 

and Rewards



Comments 

on 

Questions

You must call no one 

on earth your father, 

since you have only 

one Father, and he 

is in heaven. (Matt. 

23:9 NJB)

Context ‘woes’ to the 

Pharisees



Comments 
on 
Questions

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://fabiusmaximus.com/2015/03/18/4gw-us-military-firepower-militia-mobility-81052/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://goodwaylearning.com/courses/urban-life-greco-roman-world/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Greco 
Roman 
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Multi-

cultural
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Mobile

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://goodwaylearning.com/courses/urban-life-greco-roman-world/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Greco 
Roman 
Society

Religious
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Syncretistic  
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Greco 
Roman 
Society

Brilliant

Brutal

Amoral

Perilous   
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An active 
cultural reality

And

An important 
spiritual image
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The “backstory of 
the New Testament”

Philippians 2:19-

3:7

Galatians 3:23-29



The “backstory 
of the New 
Testament”

Ephesians 

2:17-22

Romans 

15:22-29





The Church at Antioch 

Acts 11:19-26; 13:1-5
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Galatians: 

The Context

Celtic 

Converts

Gentile

Regional
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://www.historyinthebible.com/supplementary_pages/pauls-journeys.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


The other 

backstory 

of the New 

Testament
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The 

dividing 

wall



Boundary 

Markers 

Circumcision

Sabbath

Dietary Laws
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