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Going and Growing in the Spirit

Session 2

The Spirit and the

Healing of the Church

Session 2

Recap of Session 1

(Noel)

Last week

The Spirit in Perpetual Motion

Internal and external relationships of the 

Trinity 

No Dualism

Not between Spirit and matter.

Nor ‘sacred’ and ‘secular’ as though God were 

only in one sphere. 

Right and left hands of God

Participants with God

Lord, you established peace for us, all the we 

accomplished you have done for us (Isaiah 26:12).

Missio Dei 

Not that the church has a mission, but God’s 

mission has a church. 
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Not Deism

but co-working in and with the 

actively present God

The Spirit of God on the move

The Spirit from the first page to the last

The New Covenant promise of the Spirit’s 

coming

Romans 8:1-11

Dwelling  in the Word 

(Noel)

We don’t break God’s commandments; 

God’s commandments break us

The sacrifice 

acceptable to 

God is a broken 

spirit; a broken 

and contrite 

heart, O God, 

you will not 

despise.  Ps 51:17

When we break any of God’s commandments 

we also break the first commandment: 

You shall have no other gods

And that idolatry breaks us and the church
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Cleansed from Idols

25I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you

shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and

from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26A new

heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put

within you; and I will remove from your body

the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.
27I will put my spirit within you, and make you

follow my statutes and be careful to observe my

ordinances. [Ezekiel 36:25-27]

What is a “god”?

A “god” is the term for that to which we look

for all good and in which we find refuge in all

need. Therefore to have a god is nothing else

than to trust and believe in that one with your

whole heart.

Martin Luther, Large Catechism
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Moralistic Therapeutic Deism

1. A god exists who created and orders the world 

and watches over life on earth. (Deism)

2. God wants people to be good, nice and fair to 

each other, as taught in the Bible and by most 

world religions. (Moralistic) 

3. The central goal of life is to be happy and feel 

good about oneself. (Therapeutic)
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Moralistic Therapeutic Deism

4. God’s job is to give me the life I want and to help 

me to be fulfilled. (Therapeutic)

5. God is not involved in my life except when I need 

God to resolve a problem. (Deism/Therapeutic)

6. Good people go to heaven when they die so I try 

to be a good person and do my bit for others and 

for things like the environment or refugees. 

(Moralistic)

What promises do you read 

in the Bible?

Discussion Questions

Why is confronting our idols so difficult?

How do the promises of God address the needs 

we have when we worship idols?

Give a few examples.

The Church is healed as by the 

power of the Spirit it trusts the 

promises of God
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There is no ‘worship-free zone’ 

in the Universe

There is no neutral ground

True worship brings healing for us

and for those to whom we are sent

Time for a short break…
Range finding exercise

Thank you!

We’ll cover many of the questions in the material we 

have already prepared.

Each week we’ll give attention to some that seem most 

important; or were repeated.
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Range finding exercise

Some expressed reticence, confusion, contradictory 

feelings about, or experiences of, the Spirit.

Wanting to know more and grow more, but not sure 

about what the Spirit may do.

Where might the Spirit take us? 

Range finding exercise

God the Spirit is one with God the Father and God the 

Son. 

The Spirit and Jesus are one and the same when in 

terms of character. 

To trust Jesus, is to trust the Father. To trust the Spirit is 

to trust Jesus. 

“Aslan is a lion; the Lion, the great Lion.”

“Ooh” said Susan. “I'd thought he was a man. 

Is he-quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous 

about meeting a lion” 

...”Safe?” said Mr Beaver ... “Who said 

anything about safe? ’Course he isn’t safe. But 

he’s good. He's the King, I tell you.”

C. S. Lewis The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe

Range finding exercise

Some expressed longing to know more of the Spirit’s 

work, experience of the Spirit’s life.

How do we know that the Spirit is doing something 

(not just our own thoughts, for example?)

Range finding exercise

No need to fear…we see in a mirror dimly.

Not sent out of the room for making a mistake.

Discernment grows in proportion to our knowledge of 

the Word

He will always increase love for Jesus, love for the 

Father, and love for the Father’s children. 

The Spirit and the Healing of the Church

As we go, we grow.
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The Spirit and the Healing of the Church

Everyone needs 

them. 

Everyone wants 

them.

But where do 

we find them?

The known and the unknown

The Way

Travelling light

“Following the 

Lamb wherever 

he goes”
(Revelation 14:4)

The four ‘P’s

Ploughing

Planting

Pruning

Picking

John 15

Ploughing

Planting

Pruning

Picking

John 15

Ploughing

Planting

Pruning

Picking
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John 15

Ploughing

Planting

Pruning

Picking

Making Good Wine

Crushing

Fermenting

Aging

Bottling

The Spirit and the Healing of the Church

It all takes place 

in Jesus

“I am the 

Vine…my 

Father is the 

Vinedresser”

The Spirit and the Healing of the Church

Handouts

“Making good 

wine isn’t easy” 

“Luther on John 

15”

Next Week
The Spirit and the 

Healing of Broken Lives

What does the word ‘salvation’ mean 

to you? How do you think God heals 

us? And why? 


